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OGC Has Review‘ed"
o for At o h 12 Nowexber 1948
Office of the Ceneral Counsel
Qalz by ¥estern Narylend Rallvay Company

Z,» Aetording to ihe information sontuined in the file amd
STATINTL obtained from of our ergenizntion, ot the time of the
aceident, cur fruck wes engaged in a ship-loading operution and
' was proceeding over the sastern sibde of the pler toward s ship
which was moored alongside the western side. Im meking the *U¢
tara at the and of the pier, the truck struck a sontrel sprinkler
valve attached o & supporting beam. Although he 4id nst wituess
STATINTL the acaident, had aceompanied owr trucks, and he was
inforaed by the Engineer of the Rallway that 1t weuld be
nacessary to replace the entirs walvs.

3s  The driver has stated that, at the time of the accident,
he was followving direetions from a man on the pler. Singe s num-
ber of peaple collected immediately after the accident, it wvan
spparently fmpossidie to determing the identity of this particalar
man and whether he was an smployes of the Redlway,

&, Hr., Aavon of the Chief Englneer's offfce of the Reilvay
fuformed me $hot he had full suthority %o enforee, withdrow, or
settle the claln, and, together with a Mr. Hammond, also of the
Thief Magincer's office, we vent to the sceno of the accident te
inspect the valve and its genersl loentien. The pler is &6 ocone
structed thet {4 cun sovemmodote sbout three isrge cargo ships
hael and toe on either side. Under the covered ssntrsl portlon,
rallvay tracks run almest the lemgth of the nler within & munkem
arsa. Storage for carge and passage for trucks iw provided in
the gpace immediately swrrounding the sree econtaining the traeks.
Pollowing the usual construction of covered plers, there ars leorge
sipporiing verticsl beams at intervals inside the emnclosure. The
dszaged vnlve was leoated abous four feet off the ground on 6ne of
thess beans and profected slightly into the vehisle roadvay which
was narrov at this peint, slthough wide enough for ssutious POESAES.
The valve was a master control for & larze internal sprinkling wysten,

- and the rather high cost of restoring 1% was pardly dus o the fact
that the connecting pipes were kept under constant alr pressure. FEATINTL
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mmummmmawxmmz will protect it
fron vebisle traffic, and »hare it miﬁmthrﬁmh?aaw
following the onth taker by our track,

£. 1 dlocusssd the neeldent at some longth with #e. Aagren
and sxplained our ooateniion that the walwe was i3 san exposed
position, and that a person wWho was not an employee of this orgsni-
aation ~ spparently on the pler with the Radlway's peratesion « had
Zven neziigent Instructions 3¢ owr driver. (Varyland low does not
reraire thw direction of such iraffle.) After seme mu@,ﬂm, -
Avron agreed to redues hls aladn to the flab swm of 11560.00, is
Tiew of the faot that we csnnot secertein the identity of the person
on the pler whe waz giving Instructions, se well as the fact that
ma:wmwtmmmmm. thcmﬁ&éa.w
is resosmended as o sstisfoctory setticasnt of this alaim. ¥r, Asron
wae informed thud his offer would be Saken under consideration. 1If
$his dfwposition of the rlzim is socentadle to you, nlease indlente
your ancrowsl in the lover loft hawd corasr of this memorssduw, mmd
ws will advies t%r. Aarom and the Thief of Minanee necordinzly.
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